e-File No, 10/11/2021-CSR
Government of india

Ministry of Corporatg Affairs

L‘-ﬁ 5" fioor, "A’ wing, Shastri Bhawan

%h)* Dr. R, P Road, New Delhi - 110001

207 October, 2021

Subject: Request from CEQ NITI Aayog to provide CSR recognition to TIHs established
hy nﬂ' rﬂg.

The undersigned is directed to refer to D.0. No 30013/06/2020-S&T dated 05.10.2021
on tha subject mentioned above and to convey the followinas:

I, Schedule VIl of the Companies Act, 2013 ('Act') enlists the areas or subjects that could
be undertaken by companies as eligible CSR activity. ltem no (ix} (a) of the said Schedule
includes “contribution to incubctors or research and development projects in the field of
science, technology, engineering and medicine, funded by the Central Government or
State Government or Public Sector Undertoking or any agency of the Central Government
or State Government”,

ii. ~The Ministry through FAQs on CSR {question no, 3.13) issued vide General Circular No.
14 /2021 dated 25" August, 2021 had clarified that “the items enlisted in Schedule VIl of
the Act are broad-based and are intended to cover o wide range of activities. The entries
in the said Schedule Vil must be interpreted liberally to capture the essence of the subjects
enumerated in the said Schedule”

il. Further, guestion no 3.14 of the said FAQs Indicates that the CSR expenditure can be
incurred in multiple modes which, inter alia, includes ‘contribution to incubators funded
by the Central Government or State Government or Public Sector Undertoking or any
agency of the Central Government or State Government’,

iv. The Technology Innovation Hubs (TIHs} have been established by DST, which is an
agency of Central Government. So, in view of item (ix){a) of the Schedule Vil as well as
clarification provided vide question no. 3.14 of the FAQ on C5R, contribution of CSR
amounts to these TIHs are eligible CSR expenditure,

2, This issues with the approval of Competent Authority.
B

{Vedant Cyha)
Assistant Director, CSR
Tele: 0171-23380270
Ta,
Shri Amitabh Kant, CED
MNITI Aayog, Parfiament Street
Mew Delhi-110001.



